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Henderson, Louise

From: june hiden <birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk>

Sent: 26 August 2018 19:49

To: Planning

Subject: Fwd: Further comments on planning application 18/01442 Woodfield Farm

Begin forwarded message:

From: june hiden <birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk>
Date: 26 August 2018 at 19:42:54 BST
To: katherine.smith@wychavon.gov.uk
Subject: Further comments on planning application 18/01442 Woodfield Farm

Dear Katherine

The Parish Council wish to give you sight of an enquiry made by the Chairman of the Parish Council 
to Redstar Growers and their reply following a Road traffic on Friday. Email trails below.

This email forms part of the formal comments already sent and suggests that you consider the 
content, the time restrictions to hauliers and other imposing elements of it as formal planning 
conditions?

Regards
Parish Clerk

Redstar response
On 24 Aug 2018, at 14:04, James Revill wrote:

Thank you for your email.

I was informed internally that an incident had 
occurred.

I apologise on behalf of Red Star Growers to the 
parish for this incident occurring and causing 
unnecessary disruption to villagers. It was clearly 
caused by two different drivers being stubborn and 
refusing to move to allow each other past. The 
actions of both drivers was not acceptable in this 
situation.

We have interviewed our tractor driver and taken a 
statement from her. We have also informed IDS of 
yesterdays incident and we have made it perfectly 
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clear that their driver was jointly responsible for the 
situation, and must provide us with his statement 
giving his version of events.

All our employees are trained and instructed to drive 
with care and attention within the village to cause 
the least disturbance to villagers. On the whole most 
of our staff are considerate but when these sort of 
situations happen, the actions of one person can 
reflect badly on all of us.

Since our meeting onsite a couple of weeks ago we 
have been in the process of updating our lorry policy 
to include information regarding times the site is 
accessible and also driving with care and giving 
consideration to other road users in the village. I 
trust this is a step in the right direction to help 
improve the situation. This document will be sent 
out to all hauliers over the next few days. We are 
also updating and re-issuing our internal policy to all 
tractor drivers ensuring they drive with the same 
care and consideration to other road users especially 
in and around our villages.

I hope my response demonstrates our understanding 
of the seriousness of the situation and the actions we 
have taken will give the residents some reassurance.

Kind regards

James Revill

Managing Director

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ian Yates"
Date: 23 August 2018 at 13:36:20 BST
To: "James Revill"
Cc: <birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk>
Subject: Road Traffic Incident in Upper End yesterday

Hello James,
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When we met recently, you asked us to keep you informed of any issues caused by 
vehicle movements to/from the farm.

I received a call yesterday afternoon, around 5:30pm, explaining that there had 
been an incident in Upper End by Court Barn. An IDS lorry coming from the farm and 
a tractor and trailer coming into the village, met in the narrow part of the road (see 
attached picture). Neither vehicles seemed prepared to give way and there was an 
argument and standoff between the drivers who got out of their vehicles. The 
tractor did attempt to reverse but in the process knocked over a reflective post (see 
photo) and so gave up. With the road now blocked and a queue of traffic forming, a 
resident asked the tractor driver to consider other road users but to no avail. A 
FirstBus stuck in the queue eventually reversed up and turned around in the 
entrance to The Court House to leave the village by New Barn Road. A resident 
made a call to Red Star and someone came up to resolve the issue but as the road 
was blocked for around 30 mins the incident was also reported to the police on 101.

This is the second time this has happened recently. About 6-8 weeks ago a tractor 
had a standoff with a bus outside The Court House. I believe in this case the tractor 
and bus touched. The road was blocked for some time and as a result the 
contractors working at The Court House were unable to get through and chose to go 
home for the day.

There have been at least two further incidents reported to me recently in which 
lorry drivers seem unwilling to wait, even though they can see that there is 
insufficient room to pass in this narrow part of the road. They just keep coming in 
the hope that they can intimidate the other driver into stopping and reversing.

It is not for me to judge who is at fault but there is clearly an issue that needs to be 
addressed.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Regards

Ian Yates
Chairman Birlingham Parish Council
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