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Birlingham Parish Council 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 15 November 2017 

at Birlingham Village Hall 

 

Councillors: 

 

Councillor Allen, Aston, Byrne, Fitch, Hill, New and Yates 

 

Present: 

 

County Councillor Hardman, District Councillor Davis, Lengthsman Carl Brassington and June Hiden 

(Clerk) 

 

Welcome 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were tendered by the Footpath Warden. 

 

2. Declaration of Interest   

 

a) Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of 

interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.   

d) Written requests for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) 

are to be with the Clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting. 

 

Note: Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or Other Disclosable 

Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) of the code of conduct, must leave 

the room for the relevant items.   Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 

may be a criminal offence. 

 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

  The Minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2017, a copy of which has been circulated 

to all Councillors, was agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chairman.    

 

 Democratic Opening 

 The meeting was adjourned for public question time but there were no matters arising. 

4. Progress Reports 

a) Footpaths  

i. Footpath 519 (path up past the Row) – finger post cleared. 

ii. During the Footpath Wardens absence any urgent work can be requested to 

Mark Smith. 

b) Tree Warden – none. 

c) District Councillor gave his report as follows: 

i. The District Council are sorting out their budget and the Council Tax banding 

which is due in a decision in February.  They are in deliberations about staff pay 

increases at a suggested 1% 

ii. ‘Fair Fund Review’ may affect New Homes Bonus. 
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Question was asked regarding the ‘social housing company’, mentioned at a previous 

meeting.  It is not set up yet, but it will happen.  Guessing at 30-40 affordable homes. 

Councillor Davis wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

d) County Councillor gave his report as follows: 

i. The County Council budget is under pressure.  There is a £9m overspend 

estimated because of social care costs. 

ii.      Do the Lower Avon Navigation Trust (LANT) signs at Swans Neck require planning 

permission? 

iii. Improvements to the surfacing on Church Street need to be ‘finished off’. 

 

A question was asked whether it was possible for New Barn Road to have passing 

places due to the narrow road and the ‘blind’ stretch near the 30mph.  Councillor 

Hardman suggested arranging a joint meeting with Highways. 

 

e) Clerk - Appendix 1 

 

The report is appended with a further report from West Mercia Police. 

5. Planning 

a) Current applications pending – none. 

b) Current planning applications approved/refused - none 

 

c) Enforcement – nothing officially reported. 

 

6. Financial Matters 

a) The Accounts for year end 31 March 2018 

i) Bank balance is £6,858.22 as at 9 October 2017 and as shown on the spreadsheet.   

ii) Receipts –  

£2,944.00 - Wychavon District Council (£2,855.00 Precept and £89.00 Grant) 

£192.00 – Worcestershire County Council 

iii) Payments agreed –  

£400.00 to Flower and Produce Show (July meeting under New Homes Bonus) 

(cheque 367) 

£192.00 – Lengthsman August (cheque 368) 

Transparency Fund requests: 

£122.91 -  HP Officejet All in one printer/scanner (cheque 369) 

£410.00 - computer and software (cheque 370) 

£40.00 -  web developer still to invoice  

[NB: CALC (NALC approved) grant received £1,096. Spend to date £300.00 plus 

items to be claimed above (totalling £532.91) giving a spend to date of £832.91. 

£40.00 yet to be spent, which would take the total to £872.91] 

£156.00 - Lengthsman July (cheque 371) 

£133.20 Clerk’s PAYE – July, August, September (cheque 372)  

£30.00 – from the training budget.  Councillor Yates to attend Chairman’s Training. 

Lengthsman Scheme - The Clerk reported that communication had been received from 

Worcestershire County Council regarding their procedures on timesheets and payments 

and that in future they have requested that Parishes do their utmost to submit a monthly 

invoice and worksheet. 
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£900.00 – New Homes Bonus – pending request from Birlingham Cricket Club    

c) Future payments for consideration - 

£192.00 – Lengthsman August 

£120.00 - Lengthsman September 

 £198.00 – Lengthsman October 

Clerks PAYE  

£130.90 (October, November, December) 

Clerks pay  

£532.40 (July, August, September)   

£523.65 (October, November, December)  

Clerks expenses – specific; following approval by Chairman 

£90.02 

Clerks expenses - standard 

£104.28 – April, May, June   ) 

£104.28 – July, August, September  ) £312.84 

£104.28 – October, November, December ) 

British Legion – poppy wreathes 

The wreath was laid by the Chairman in Eckington.  The other wreath was laid by 

Chris Reynard in Birlingham. 

 

d) Savings Account – the balance on Provisions was transferred on 5 October 2017 to the 

savings account. 

Note: £500.00 into Provisions now to be moved. 

 

e) Discussion took place on the level of balances to hold. 

 

- Precept request / application to be considered for January submission 

Question of % increase 

- CALC’s fees – consider any increase in subscriptions (this financial year 11%) 

 

Included discussion - 

-  Clerks pay, PAYE and expenses   – quarterly payments as per 

financial year and in line with RTI 

-  Charities 

-  Car allowance – 40 pence per mile (Adoption of Local Authorities 

 (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 

-  Insurance due in May  

- Telephone box refurbishment 

- Footpath Warden 

- Projects – bins and kiosk (a community noticeboard – Flower and 

Produce Show use from May to August).  Consider a ‘legacy’ 

- Poppy wreaths 

-  Provisions: 

Tree provision (from litter pick includes Annual Tree Forum) 

 Litter pick 

Plane tree 

Election 

Community 

Lengthsman (WCC) 

 

7.   Village Design Statement (VDS)  

 

A summary of the VDS was given by Councillor Yates:-  

  

Birlingham’s Village Design Survey has been through an extensive consultation process: 
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·         The process started with the 2015 Village Survey that was sent to all 302 residents in 149 

properties, with 46% of households responding to the questionnaire.  

·         This was followed by the formation of several volunteer working groups, comprising 

around 30 villagers, to gather information and the views of residents.  

·         A further Village Consultation was carried out in early 2016 to address additional points 

raised in the survey.  

·         An Open Day was then held in the village hall on 15th October 2016. 96 residents 

attended and had an opportunity to view historical material on Birlingham and to comment 

and vote on various aspects of village life, including a Photographic Survey and Property 

Survey.  

·         Once all comments had been received and the results of the voting analysed, drafting 

of the VDS document began. Earlier versions of the draft VDS were shared with the planning 

department at Wychavon District Council and their comments were incorporated into later 

drafts of the VDS.  

·         The final draft of the VDS along with its appendices was made available on the village 

website on 1st September 2017 and residents were invited to submit any further comments 

before 30th September deadline. Printed copies were also made available to those residents 

unable to access the online version. 

·         The feedback received was incorporated into a final version of the VDS. 

  

Through this extensive consultation process, the VDS fairly represents the views of residents 

and it is now the intention to have it adopted by Wychavon District Council. Once adopted it 

will sit under the design policies of the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) as a 

supplementary residential housing guideline. 

  

Prior to submission to Wychavon District Council, the VDS must be formally approved by the 

Parish Council. 

 

Thanks, were given to Councillor Yates for his work and to Steve Morris for his assistance.  The 

individual ‘working groups’ were also thanked for the considerable amount of data they had 

collected. 

 

The following was agreed by all Councillors: 

 

• Approval and adoption of the Village Design Statement. 

• That the document should be sent through to Policy Planning at Wychavon District 

Council to be put forward for formal adoption at their Planning Committee. 

 

Again, credit was given to Councillor Yates for his work. 

 

8. New Homes Bonus 

 

Consideration and agreement was made for the following requests and applications: 

 

Cricket Club refurbishment – the New Homes Bonus has been awarded by Wychavon District 

Council for this application so the go ahead can be given to Birlingham Cricket Club.  They 

will be contacted by the Clerk to send a formal request for the monies allocated to them and 

then a cheque can be drawn. 

 

Speed Awareness – the ‘gates’ act as a boundary indicator but it is considered that they do 

not act as a deterrent for speeding.  Signage may still be used.  Clerk and Councillor Aston to 

contact the Community Speed Watch Co-ordinator for an update on the speed gun action.  

What has happened about the use of speed measuring strips on the Eckington Road? 

 

Litter Bins – Councillor New is considering quotations but they are expensive.  A further report 

is to be brought to the January meeting. 

 

Kiosk – can consideration be given to the refurbishment of the telephone kiosk? 
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9. Village Green – Plane Tree and ground works 

  

The Chairman and Councillor Allen were on site at the time of the inspection of the tree.  The 

survey was carried out by Gerry Dicker, an arboriculturalist on the condition of the plane tree.  

It is in a very good condition and is believed to be over 200 years old.  Two considerations for 

its future protection are: 

 

• The telegraph wires that are resting on some boughs need attention.  Clerk to contact 

BT to move wire or trim back the tree. 

• The bench should not be around the tree.  The extra soil that was put around the tree 

is alright but no more should be added.  The bench is touching the tree.  Can the 

bench be moved so that it is free standing? This will need further consultation with 

villagers.   It is noted that the Parish Council do not own the village green. 

 

A final written report is awaited from Gerry Dicker, and further discussion can then take place. 

 
10. Dates for Parish Council meetings 2017 / 2018  

 

The current dates booked with Birlingham Village Hall (BVH) for 2018 are 17 January and 21 

March. 

 

The meetings are held every third Wednesday of the month commencing at 7pm – as 

agreed at the annual meeting. 

 

It was further agreed that the following dates for 2018 / 2019 are:-  

 

16 May 2018 - Annual Parish Council and Annual Parish Meeting (further consideration on 

whether they are held on the same evening) 

18 July 2018 

19 September 2018 

21 November 2018 

16 January 2019 

20 March 2019 

 

Clerk to action the bookings.            

 

11. Councillors’ reports and items for next agenda 

 

➢ Alice Spearing a representative from St Richards Hospice  

➢ Parsons Pleck.  To monitor the noise nuisance from ‘parties’ and the parking of cars. 

➢ Defibrillator – BVH has installed a defibrillator.  A letter was sent to the Chairman for 

consideration of future support from the Parish Council for its maintenance.  

Questions need to be asked to clarify the BVH position with the device and its 

funding.  Is it registered, locked and insured? 

➢ Save the Date – CALC AGM. Chairman to attend and update. 

 

16. Closure and date of next ordinary meeting - with nothing further to discuss the meeting 

closed at 9 pm and the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 

 The next Parish Council Meeting is on Wednesday 17 January 2018 at 7.00pm. 

 

 

Signed:  ........................................................................................  Councillor John Hill, Chairman 

 

Date:   …………………………………………..…..………..…..……  
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Appendix 1 – Clerk’s Report 

 

Report from West Mercia  

 

Police Security – Autumn Advice 
 

Information to be shared with residents so that the risk of theft/burglary is reduced: 

 
Unfortunately, the months have raced by and we are nearing the time when evenings start to 

draw in and the clocks change, and it is at this time of year police forces all over the country see 

a rise in home burglaries. 

Our message to all residents is to review your home and garden security. 

- Leave a light on a timer to give the impression that someone is home 

- Leave a radio on a timer so voices can be heard inside the property. 

- Make sure doors are locked even if you are at home. 

- If you have a house alarm check that it is working correctly and set it when you go out even 

for small periods of time. 

- Consider fitting outside lights or cameras. 

- Do not leave valuables in your vehicle or garden tools lying about in the garden. 

- Secure your shed and fit a shed alarm. 

- Register your property at www.immobilise.com 

- Security mark your property with your postcode in permanent marker or use a property 

marking system such as Cre Mark or Smartwater 

Our website covers this, and many other security measures please look at the link 

www.westmercia.police.uk/crime-and-safety 

There is now an app called ‘Ask the Police’ which can be downloaded to your phone.  It covers 

a range of frequently asked questions which police get asked without the need to contact 

police. 

Put on the village website  

Berwick Lane 

Clerk has reported to Pershore Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team: 

a) Abandoned vehicle which the landowner has been made aware of. 

b) Suspect vehicles driving down the lane. West Mercia are aware of lamping and poaching 

in the area and would encourage anyone with information to call 101 or 999 at the time it is 

occurring especially where firearms are involved. 

There was also information that trespassing was taking place on the Defford side of the brook in 

Upper End. 

Incidents 

Two incidents to report.  On the 29/9/17 a report was received of a theft of a tractor and grass 

cutter from Upper End.  On 9/11/17 a quad, chainsaw, hedge trimmer and batteries were stolen 

from outbuildings at a property on Defford Road.   

West Mercia encourage all residents to review their security especially around sheds and 

outbuildings and consider fitting a shed alarm and overtly marking items with their postcode 

impermanent marker.   

Speed Awareness 

September 

 

From Adnan Ali, Community Speed Watch Co-ordinator 

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/crime-and-safety
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Quotes, 

“We have not done the data collection in Birlingham since we last spoke.  I am still looking into 

this one.  Part of the reason we have not took is the data yet is because of the current demand 

for the data collection. 

I plan to come out again to Birlingham as, if I remember correctly there was not may options for 

a group to potentially stand and operate from.  You are welcome to join me for that and we 

can go through the village together and discuss the concerns. 

 

(Highway Issue - Reference number 373763) 

 

New Homes Bonus 

 

Open letter from Wychavon District Council regarding the New Homes Bonus.  Circulated to all 

Councillors.  To report and discuss again.  Its effect upon earlier discussions regarding litter bins and 

village entrance gates. 

  

Highways Issues 

 

1. Overhanging vegetations / trees 

• Could we do something about the old dairy and the trees overhanging to highway. Visibility 

of the corner is now fully obstructed and is a danger to pedestrians crossing from the 

packing shed as well as cars pulling out!   

 

Clerk has spoken to one property owner in Upper End who has agreed to address these concerns. 

Today (15/11)  spoken to owner who was in the middle of actioning the cutting back of the lower 

branches. 

• There are several of the trees around the cricket ground are starting to look a bit big and 

especially in Church Road with large limbs overhanging the carriageway. Lengthsman has 

had to clear two or three dead and fallen small trees but the larger ones are more of a 

concern as we go into winter.  The brows are long. 

 

• Meeting (October) between Highways representative, Chairman and Vice-chairman 

regarding the overhanging shrubbery/ trees at the Marina/Tiddlesley Wood.   Action: 

Landowners will be contacted by Highways. 

 

2. Issues of parking in Birlingham  

A meeting has been arranged between the Highways representative, Gerry Brienza, County 

Councillor Hardman, Chairman and Clerk for Thursday 16 November regarding the bus situation 

and parking adjacent to the village green.   

Chairman says  

 “Since the homemade signs, which say (Bus Lane Please Do Not Obstruct) have been in 

place there has been a good response and by and large villagers and visitors to the village 

hall appear to have kept this area clear and not impeded the bus. However, that said it was 

noted that there was a problem when a funeral service took place, and a police car did 

drive around the green. Not sure if that was following a complaint from the bus driver as they, 

the police, drove off before I could speak to them. 

 So, my feeling at present is that we should replace the homemade signs with something 

which looks more official in preference to yellow lines which I believe would not be 
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welcomed by the Community from the brief conversations I have had....... once work is 

complete at The Old School House there will be more parking space which will help the 

situation”. 

3. Hazards on the Highway 

• I just wanted to raise our concern over the pile of rubble (?) outside the School House. No 

lights or arrow sign last night or this morning. As the material blends into the road, this is an 

accident waiting to happen as I nearly drove into it last night as no danger warnings it is 

there. 

Chairman has spoken to the builder.  Councillor Aston will also have a conversation with the builder 

regarding health and safety. 

Clerk has spoken to the property owners and made them aware of the issues which will be 

reported to Highways and possibly the police. 

Defibrillators in Wychavon 

 

Email circulated to all Members of a communication from Localism and Communities Officer at 

Wychavon District Council dated 10 October 2017:- 

 

You may recall earlier in the year, at the request of our Localism Panel, you kindly completed a 

survey about defibrillators in your area and their locations.  A report was produced for the Panel, 

which is attached for your information. 

  

At its meeting on 4 September the following was agreed: 

  

1.    The report to be circulated to all the Parish and Town Councils. 

  

2.    Parish and Town Councils be asked to put the locations on their own websites and to register 

the locations with the national website - http://www.heartsafe.org.uk/AED-locations 

It will be their responsibility to keep it up-to-date. 

  

Lengthsman / highway matters 

 

• The October newsletter from Paul Finch, Customer Service Advisor at Highways Control was 

copied to Carl Brassington.   

One - check Carl carried out was the grit bin(s).  Birlingham has one grit bin by Phelps 

Cottage and that is full. There are no others.  
• Report 17 October of a large pothole.  Reply:  Our Contractor has now advised that these 

works have been completed.  (17-10-2017.  Thank you for your enquiry regarding the 

potholes along church Street in Birlingham.  We inspected the site on 17-10-2017 and have 

raised a four-week order, number CEN/40222 to repair these defects.  The road will continue 

to be monitored as part of our routine inspection regime). 

• Report 8 October of pot holes in Lower end.  Reply: Our Contractor has now advised that 

these works have been completed. 

We inspected the site on less than 08/10/17 greater than and have raised a one-week 

order, number CEN/ 40137 to repair/make safe.  The road will continue to be monitored as 

part of our routine inspection regime. 

 

Wychavon Area Meeting 

8 November - Richard Levett, Executive Officer, Worcestershire County Association of Local 

Councils sent to all Councillors.   

http://www.heartsafe.org.uk/AED-locations
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The agenda for the next Wychavon Area Meeting to be held at Wychavon District Council offices, 

Pershore, on 7 December and the minutes of the last meeting, in September were sent. 

To:  Wychavon Area Councils 

We are delighted to say that we have had confirmation that two members of Worcestershire's 

Transport Strategy Team will give a presentation on the now finalised LTP4 – the latest version of 

the local transport plan - at our next meeting on December 7th.  Their presentation was originally 

booked for our June meeting but unfortunately had to be cancelled at short notice due to the 

General Election.  

As traffic and transport is a key issue for many parishes, we expect it to be a lively and 

informative meeting. 

Following the presentation, we will have a break for seasonal refreshments with a chance to 

network, and perhaps talk to the Transport Team representatives about specific local issues. 

The Chairman has volunteered to attend.  Vice-chairman has sent his apologies. 

Abandoned car at Nafford 

Clerk to West Mercia – 1 November 

These pictures (photos attached) were taken on Monday where the car has been abandoned 

in the Fisherman's car park Nafford Lane, Lower End, Birlingham.  Leave that for your action, 

advice and assistance. 

 

Reply 3 November 

We had already been out to this vehicle as someone else had notified us about it over a week 

ago.  It is of no police interest and we can only assume it has been dumped.  It would be up to 

the landowner to get it removed or the council if it is on their land. 

Clerk was also notified by a Lower End resident.  Landowner has been informed. 

Monday 13 November – car has been moved slightly and damaged more. 

Wednesday 15 November -  car has gone. 

 

Notification of Consultation on Revised Statements of Community Involvement (SCI) 

31 October 

Quotes:-  

 

Notification of Consultation on Revised Statements of Community Involvement (SCI) 

 

This letter is being sent to you as your details are held on the South Worcestershire Development 

Plan (SWDP) consultation database and you have either made comments on the plan in the 

past or requested to be notified progress on planning policy documents in south 

Worcestershire.  If you no longer wish to remain on the SWDP database, please let us know and 

we will remove your details. 

 

The south Worcestershire councils are each reviewing their Statements of Community 

Involvement (SCIs) and are undertaking a consultation on the revised drafts from 30th October 

2017 to 11th December 2017.  Whilst each authority is required to have its own SCI, much of the 

content is the same across all three and therefore, all comments submitted will be taken into 
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consideration in finalising all three SCIs, there is no need to make individual representations on 

each Draft SCI. 

 

Copies of the three draft SCIs, and response forms are available to view online on the South 

Worcestershire Development Plan website:  

www.swdevelopmentplan.org<http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org>; 

 

Additionally, copies of each authority's draft SCI, together with response forms are available to 

view on their own websites: 

 

  *  Malvern Hills District Council www.malvernhills.gov.uk<http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk> 

  *  Worcester City Council www.worcester.gov.uk<http://www.worcester.gov.uk> 

 

*    Wychavon District Council www.wychavon.gov.uk<http://www.wychavon.gov.uk> 

 

  

Birlingham News 

Birlingham News 140 – 13 September 

The bi-monthly Parish Council meeting takes place next Wednesday – your chance to have your 

say on village issues. 

  

In this issue: 

1. Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 20th September  

2. Harvest Festival – Thanks  

3. Worcestershire Open Studios – Thanks  

4. Superfast Broadband  

5. Pershore Steering Group  

6. Planning Applications  

Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 20th September  

  

The next meeting of Birlingham Parish Council takes place on Wednesday 20th September at 

7.00pm in Birlingham Village Hall. Among other items on the agenda, there will be a discussion 

about the Plane Tree and the village green, and an update on Pershore Steering Group. During the 

meeting there is an opportunity to express your views on local issues, so please come along. 

  

The agenda for the meeting is available at www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_agenda_2017-09-

20.pdf and the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting on 19th July will shortly be available 

at www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_minutes_2017-07-19.pdf. 

  

Superfast Broadband  

  

Superfast broadband is now available in the whole of Birlingham, including the part of the village 

served by Eckington ‘Cabinet 601’: Eckington Road, Defford Road and Upper End. The service can 

be ordered through your service provider. Information for BT customers is available at 

www.productsandservices.bt.com/products/upgrade-your-broadband/ec-upg-bb-sc-fttc-

copper.html. 

  

Speeds of up to 76 Mbps are possible with superfast broadband (compared to the 7 Mbps we 

currently receive), depending on the upgrade package you choose. However, the speeds are 

likely to be less than half of that on our local wiring. If you do decide to upgrade, we would be 

interested to hear what speeds are achieved on your line. 

  

Full details of the programme are available at www.superfastworcestershire.com 

 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/
http://www.worcester.gov.uk/
http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/
http://www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_agenda_2017-09-20.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_agenda_2017-09-20.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_minutes_2017-07-19.pdf
http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/products/upgrade-your-broadband/ec-upg-bb-sc-fttc-copper.html
http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/products/upgrade-your-broadband/ec-upg-bb-sc-fttc-copper.html
http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/
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Pershore Steering Group  

  

John Hill writes: 

 

On behalf of Birlingham Parish Council, Councillor Steven Byrne is attending the Pershore Steering 

Group, who are working to produce the Pershore Town Plan. This is to consider the future of the 

town and how that will affect both its residents and those who use the town. It would be helpful to 

receive Birlingham residents’ views of what they like about Pershore and any things which they feel 

need improvement. These can be sent to June Hiden, our Parish Clerk, at 

birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk or any member of the Parish Council. We would appreciate 

comments by 30th September. 

  

More information about the Steering Group is available on their website at 

www.pershoretownplan.co.uk. 

  

Planning Applications  

  

The following planning application has been withdrawn: 

• Stable Cottage, Upper End: First floor extension to provide additional bedroom and 

conversion of attached redundant rooms into habitable spaces (Case No. 17/00947). 

Withdrawn. Full details can be viewed on the Wychavon DC website. 

Birlingham News 141– 27 September 

This week is your last chance to comment on the VDS, before it is submitted to Wychavon District 

Council, so if you haven’t yet made your views known, now is the time to do so. 

 

Please note: We are now using a new process to generate the Birlingham News emails. If you have 

any difficulty reading the text, or encounter any formatting problems, please let us know 

at news@birlingham.org. 

 

In this issue: 

1. St James’ Church Services – October 

2. Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 3rd October 

3. Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 4th October 

4. Parish Council Report 

5. Revised Bus Timetables 

6. Village Design Statement – Deadline, Saturday 30th September 

7. Race Night  

4. Parish Council Report 

 

John Hill writes:  

 

At the Parish Council meeting on 20th September the following were discussed: 

• Increased bus service and school buses 

• Meeting with Worcestershire County Council to discuss cutting back hedgerows to clear 

footpath to Pershore 

• Obtaining an arborist’s opinion upon the plane tree and its future care 

• Letter from Wychavon District Council stating that future claims for New Homes Bonus should 

be of a legacy nature  

http://www.pershoretownplan.co.uk/
mailto:news@birlingham.org
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=neo&reason=bkt_myc#1
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=neo&reason=bkt_myc#1
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=neo&reason=bkt_myc#1
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=neo&reason=bkt_myc#1
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=neo&reason=bkt_myc#1
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=neo&reason=bkt_myc#1
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=neo&reason=bkt_myc#1


 

Birlingham Parish Council November 2017                                                                                              

5. Revised Bus Timetables 

 

John Hill writes: 

 

At the Parish Council meeting last week, the revised bus timetables, which come into effect from 

Monday 16th October, were welcomed as they offer a more comprehensive service. 

 

This increased service when combined with the school buses means more traffic through the 

village. Buses use the narrow road which runs past the entrance gate to the church and there have 

been occasions when some vehicles have blocked the road, causing problems for the bus 

driver. The Parish Council ask that this area is respected as a bus route and that it be kept clear of 

parked vehicles. Signs requesting no parking will be installed shortly. 

 

The timetables for new services 53 and 54, which replace the old 382 service, can be viewed 

at www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_53_2017.pdf and www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timet

able_54_2017.pdf . The timetable for the new X50 and 51 services, which do not come into 

Birlingham but provide connections to Worcester and Evesham, are  

at www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_X50_51_2017.pdf . 

 

6. Village Design Statement – Deadline, Saturday 30th September 

 

The final date for receiving comments on Birlingham’s Village Design Statement (VDS) is this 

Saturday, 30th September. The VDS and its extensive appendices are available  

at www.birlingham.org/parishcouncil/vds/index.htm. 

 

To limit costs, printed copies are only available to those unable to access the document on-line. If 

you need a printed copy, please post your request (marked ‘VDS’) in the letter box by the front 

door of the Village Hall. 

 

Comments can be made in the following ways: 

• By email to birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk 

• By posting them in the letter box by front door of village hall; please mark the envelope 

‘VDS’  

Please include your name and address in your comments. 

 

Birlingham News 142 – 11 October  

In this issue we report the passing of two villagers, who over many years have, in their unique ways, 

played their part in contributing to this village community. 

 

In this issue: 

1. Anne Porter  

2. Ernie Mence  

3. Bystander Copy Date, Sunday 15th October  

4. New Bus Service, Monday 16th October  

5. Fire Safety  

4. New Bus Service, Monday 16th October 

 

The timetables for the new 53 and 54 services, which operate between Eckington and Worcester 

via Birlingham Church, come into effect on Monday 16th October. 

 

As the two services follow different routes, we have summarised the times for the main destinations 

in a single timetable, which can be viewed at  

http://www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_53_2017.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_54_2017.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_54_2017.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_X50_51_2017.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/parishcouncil/vds/index.htm
mailto:birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
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www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_2017_oct.pdf. 

 

The timetable for the new X50 and 51 services, which do not come through Birlingham but provide 

additional connections from Pershore to Worcester and Evesham. 

 

Car drivers are asked not to obstruct the narrow road running past the church gate, as this is the 

route used by the buses. 

 

5. Fire Safety 

 

We have received two leaflets from Hereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Service regarding fire 

safety. 

 

The first leaflet provides information about fire safety and gives the number to call for free fire safety 

advice. The leaflet can be viewed at www.birlingham.org/docs/fire_safety_2017_1.pdf. 

 

The second leaflet gives advice on avoiding chimney fires. This leaflet is available at 

www.birlingham.org/docs/fire_safety_2017_2.pdf 

 

Birlingham News 143 – 25 October   

Here is the round-up of events for November, including details of the Remembrance Services. 

 

In this issue: 

1. Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 1st November  

2. St James’s Church Services – November  

3. Farewelll to Orion Edgar  

4. Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 7th November  

5. Remembrance Services, Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th November  

6. Police Security Advice  

5. Remembrance Services, Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th November 

 

There will be a short Service of Remembrance on Saturday 11th November at Birlingham War 

Memorial, during which a wreath will be laid. The service starts at 10.45am and will be followed by 

refreshments in the Church. 

 

On Remembrance Sunday, 12th November, there will be a Remembrance Service with 

Communion, beginning at 10.30am, with two minutes’ silence at 11.00am. Both services will be 

conducted by Revd Orion Edgar. 

 

There is also a ceremony at Eckington on the Sunday, beginning at Eckington Cross at 10.45am. A 

wreath will be laid by John Hill on behalf of Birlingham Parish Council and the ceremony will be 

followed by a service in Eckington Church. 

 

6. Police Security Advice 

 

West Mercia Police have sent out some advice on how to reduce the risk of theft or burglary. This is 

particularly important as some burglaries have recently been reported in the area. 

 

The advice can be viewed at www.birlingham.org/docs/police_2017_oct.pdf. 

 

Birlingham News 144 – 8 November   

During the next week there are the usual Remembrance Services at St James’ and the bi-monthly 

Parish Council meeting. 

http://www.birlingham.org/docs/bus_timetable_2017_oct.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/docs/fire_safety_2017_1.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/docs/fire_safety_2017_2.pdf
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&amp%3B.lang=en-GB&amp%3B.partner=none&amp%3B.src=fp#1
http://www.birlingham.org/docs/police_2017_oct.pdf
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In this issue: 

1. Remembrance Services, Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th November  

2. Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 15th November  

3. Missing Peppa Found  

4. Bus Timetable Thanks  

1. Remembrance Services, Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th November 

 

A reminder that there will be a short Service of Remembrance on Saturday 11th November at 

Birlingham War Memorial, during which a wreath will be laid. The service starts at 10.45am and will 

be followed by refreshments in the Church. 

 

On Remembrance Sunday, 12th November, there will be a Remembrance Service with 

Communion, beginning at 10.30am, with two minutes’ silence at 11.00am. Both services will be 

conducted by Revd Orion Edgar, his final engagements before he leaves us to take up a post in 

Malvern. 

 

There is also the British Legion ceremony at Eckington on the Sunday, beginning at Eckington Cross 

at 10.45am. A wreath will be laid by John Hill on behalf of Birlingham Parish Council and the 

ceremony will be followed by a service in Eckington Church. 

 

2. Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 15th November 

 

The next meeting of Birlingham Parish Council takes place on Wednesday 15th November at 

7.00pm in Birlingham Village Hall. Among other items on the agenda, there will be a discussion 

about the precept requirement for next year. During the meeting there is an opportunity to express 

your views on local issues, so please come along. 
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