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Birlingham Parish Council 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 17 January 2018 

at Birlingham Village Hall 

 

Councillors: 

 

Councillor Allen, Aston, Byrne, Fitch, Hill, New and Yates 

 

Present: 

 

June Hiden (Clerk) 

 

Welcome 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were tendered by the Footpath Warden, Tree Warden and Lengthsman. 

 

2. Declaration of Interest   

 

a) Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of 

interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.   

d) Written requests for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) 

are to be with the Clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting. 

 

Note: Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or Other Disclosable 

Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) of the code of conduct, must leave 

the room for the relevant items.   Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 

may be a criminal offence. 

 

Councillor Fitch declared an interest due to Birlingham Village Hall discussions. 

 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

  The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 November 2017, a copy of which has been circulated 

to all Councillors, was agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chairman.    

 

 Democratic Opening 

 The meeting was adjourned for public question time but there were no matters arising. 

4. Progress Reports 

a) Footpaths.  The Footpath Warden has sent a message to say he does not have 

anything to report. 

b) Tree Warden.  A message has been received that there is nothing new to update. 

c) District Councillor – not present. 

d) County Councillor – not present. 

e) Clerk - Appendix 1 

Notes from Lengthsman – no major issues since last time other than a couple of fallen 

trees.  Large crater at Church Street/Short Hill junction reported but no update.  There 

was no work carried out in December. 
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5. Planning 

a) Current applications pending – none. 

b) Current planning applications approved/refused - none 

 

c) Enforcement – nothing officially reported. 

 

6. Financial Matters 

a) The Accounts for year end 31 March 2018 

i) Bank balance is £6,630.96 as at 5 December 2017 and as shown on the spreadsheet. 

ii) Receipts –  

£120.00 – Worcestershire County Council 

£198.00 – Worcestershire County Council 

£900.00 – Wychavon District Council  

iii) Payments agreed: –  

Lengthsman 

£192.00 – Lengthsman August (373) 

£120.00 - Lengthsman September (374) 

£198.00 – Lengthsman October (375) 

Clerks PAYE  

£130.80 (October, November, December) (380) 

Clerks pay  

£532.40 (July, August, September) (379) 

£523.75 (October, November, December) (382) 

Clerks expenses – specific; following approval by Chairman 

£90.02 (376) 

Clerks expenses - standard 

£104.28 – April, May, June   ) 

£104.28 – July, August, September  ) £312.84 (377) 

£104.28 – October, November, December) 

British Legion – poppy wreathes 

The wreath was laid by the Chairman in Eckington.  The other wreath was laid by 

Chris Reynard in Birlingham. 

£50.00 (378) 

 

c) Payments for consideration 

 

£284.00 (no VAT) – Jerry Dicker inspection of plane tree plus recommendations. 

£174.00 – Lengthsman November 2017 

 

d) Savings Account  

 

Note: £500.00 still to be transferred from Provisions.  Need signatories’ approval.  There is 

14 pence interest.  Balance of the account is £3282.96 

 

e) Discussion commenced on the level of balances it is appropriate for the Parish Council 

to hold and the increase in the budget setting.   

 

A draft budget was circulated which shows a projected total spend for the coming 

year of £5,782.66. 
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Further discussion and agreement:–  

 

• Clerks pay and expenses - quarterly payments as per the financial year and in 

line with RTI and NALC’s recommended pay scale.   

• Poppy wreaths (charities) and insurance to continue. 

• CALC membership to continue. 

• Training, Wychavon Sports, internal audit – all to continue. 

• Car allowance to remain at 40 pence per mile. 

• ICO – £35.00.  Soon to become mandatory. 

 

The Lengthsman continues until year end as per the agreement with Worcestershire 

County Council. 

 

• Projects – litter bins, kiosk refurbishment 

 

Request from Birlingham Village Hall for financial assistance with the future 

maintenance costs of defibrillator over the next ten-year period. 

 

Questions had been asked from the last meeting.  Councillor Fitch gave a written 

report (now out of date).  Ambulance service has been contacted but still awaiting 

a visit.  The Village Hall committee will be the guardian.  The defibrillator is locked 

with a code.  The procedure is that if 999 is dialled the emergency services will check 

defibrillators in the area.  There is a 4-year warranty and a lifetime of 8 years. 

 

There will not be a provision made by the Parish Council to the Village Hall for the 

maintenance of the defibrillator. The Parish Council have a Community Fund 

created a few years ago precisely for organisations in the village requiring 

assistance.  This means, under the current Community Fund provision agreement, the 

Village Hall would have to fund 50% but overall this is a ‘better deal’. 

The Parish Council are pleased that the Village Hall are guardians. 

 

To conclude: The Parish Council will support the future costs involved in replacing 

pads and batteries in line with the manufacturers recommendations.  This will only be 

done under the terms of the Community Fund provision on a matched funding basis. 

This approach was more beneficial for BHV as it will allow the funds earmarked for 

this purpose by BVH to last longer, and so ensure the equipment is available. 

 

The Clerk can register the defibrillator on behalf of the Village Hall through the 

‘Heartsafe’ website.  Councillor Fitch to provide details for this to be populated on 

the internet. 

 

Provisions: 

• Tree Provision (from litter pick includes Annual Tree Forum) 

• Litter Pick 

• Plane Tree 

• Election 

• Community Fund 

 

Any transfers would be carried out at the financial year end. 

 

Precept -  

There was discussion on the level to be agreed for the precept.  Reserves should be 

£4,000.00. 

 

Council Tax Base 2017/18 – approximately 60 properties on Band E.   

 

Projections - for next year’s calculation to give a Band D Council Tax figure of £34.85 a 

2% increase per household. 
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After debate the precept was RESOLVED to be increased and the Clerk was instructed 

to complete and return the budget application to Wychavon District Council 

requesting £6,004.00 (Wychavon District Council to continue with their grant of £179.00 

with precept of £5,825.00). 

 

7.   Village Design Statement (VDS)  

 

The Chairman attended the Wychavon Planning Committee meeting on 11 January 2018.  

On the agenda was the item to consider the adoption of the Birlingham Village Design 

Statement (2017) as a Local Information Source.  The Planning Officer introduced the report 

and answered Members questions. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Wilkinson that this Statement 

be recommended to Wychavon’s Executive Board on 7 February 2018 as follows: 

1.  That the Planning Committee, having reviewed the Birlingham Village Design Statement 

(2017), its “guidelines for development” and Wychavon’s responses at Appendix 2 of the 

report, recommend that it be adopted as a Local Information Source, to offer advice and to 

be a material consideration to the relevant departments of Wychavon District Council. 

2.   That Birlingham Parish Council and all those involved are commended for preparing their 

Village Design Statement, that it makes a welcome addition to the design guidance for the 

District, and it is reviewed as and when necessary. 

  

The Chairman thanked everyone for their involvement in the VDS over the last few years and 

in particular Councillor Yates.   

 

8. New Homes Bonus 

  

 The projects supported so far are: Birlingham Village Hall refurbishment and microwave, 

Birlingham Cricket Club refurbishments, Flower and Produce Show marquee and the Jubilee 

Committee trestle tables. 

 

 The Birlingham Cricket Club sent an update saying they have not started their project yet due 

to volunteers work commitments and the plumber is unavailable until February. 

  

Consideration and discussion took place regarding other proposals for the New Homes Bonus, 

as follows:- 

 

Speed Awareness 

This is no longer a matter for the Bonus.  The co-ordinator at West Mercia Police has been 

chased again.  There are speeding concerns in many parts of the village but particularly 

Upper End, New Barn Road and below the church towards Lower End.  The VDS has 

highlighted residents’ concerns over speed. Clerk to contact the Police and propose a site 

visit and push for their assistance. 

 

Bins   

Councillor New gave an update having contacted Wychavon District Council.  Litter bins also 

act as dog bins.  Collections will only be carried out from bins that are authorised and 

supplied by the local authority.  They start at £82 but costings for a reasonable sized bin which 

will have a weekly empty / clean is over £600.  Suggestions of a suitable location was the 

Lower End with extras at New Barn and the farm area.  What about upgrading existing ones?  

Villagers feedback was welcomed.  Councillor New to research further and bring to next 

meeting. 

 

Kiosk   

Consideration can be given to the refurbishment of the telephone kiosk particularly if it is 

deemed to be a legacy under the Bonus scheme.   The idea would be a village information 

centre whilst still letting the Flower and Produce Show use it.  The Chairman has looked at 
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options of boards some of which were estimated at £700.  Should the kiosk be red or blue?  

Difficultly with how to display the information.  Another option would be to remove the glass.  

Clerk and Chairman to meet to give further consideration. 

 

9. Village Green – Plane Tree and Ground Works 

  

Plane tree 

The Chairman and Councillor Allen have met with the tree specialist and the arboricultural 

report has been circulated to all councillors.  There is no major concern with the plane tree at 

this time.  There was a discussion on the cables through the tree.  Clerk to contact BT to see if 

anything can be actioned. 

No Parking Signs 

Quotations have been received from companies suggested by Highways which are offering 

the same specification.  It is anticipated that the Lengthsman can install the signs, two on the 

church side and two on the village green.  Chairman and Clerk to action and progress.   

 
10. Litter Pick  

 

The dates for the annual litter pick were agreed as Saturday 24 March 2018 and/or Sunday   

25 March 2018 as well.  Clerk to action and ask the Lengthsman if he is available to pick up 

the rubbish.            

 

11. Councillors’ reports and items for next agenda 

 

➢ Memorials 

➢ Bench 

 

16. Closure and date of next ordinary meeting - with nothing further to discuss the meeting 

closed at 8.04pm and the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 

 The next Parish Council Meeting is on Wednesday 21 March 2018 at 7.00pm. 

 

 

Signed:  ..............................................................................  Councillor Ian Yates, Vice-Chairman  

 

Date:   ………………………………………..………..…..……  
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Appendix 1 – Clerk’s Report 

 

Adoption of Birlingham Village Design 

 
November 2017 

Councillor Yates to Planning Policy  

 

“We spoke on 6th October regarding the adoption of Birlingham’s VDS. You asked that before 

submitting it to you, Birlingham Parish Council formally approve the document. Approval was 

obtained at last Wednesday’s PC meeting. The approved VDS is attached and I request on 

behalf of the PC that you put it forward at your next planning meeting for WDC adoption as an 

information source under the SWDP. 

  

For completeness I have summarised below the extensive consultation process that the 

Birlingham VDS has been through: 

 

·         The process started with the 2015 Birlingham Village Survey that was sent to all 302 

residents in 149 properties, with 46% of households responding to the questionnaire.  

·         This was followed by the formation of several volunteer working groups, comprising around 

30 villagers, to gather information and the views of residents.  

·         A further Village Consultation was carried out in early 2016 to address additional points 

raised in the survey.  

·         An Open Day was then held in the village hall on 15th October 2016. 96 residents 

attended and had an opportunity to view historical material on Birlingham and to comment 

and vote on various aspects of village life, including a Photographic Survey and Property Survey.  

·         Once all comments had been received and the results of the voting analysed, drafting of 

the VDS document began. Early versions of the draft VDS were shared with the planning 

department at Wychavon District Council and their comments were incorporated into later 

drafts of the VDS.  

·         The final draft of the VDS along with its appendices was made available on the village 

website on 1st September 2017 and residents were invited to submit any further comments 

before 30th September deadline. Printed copies were also made available to those residents 

unable to access the online version. 

·         The feedback received was incorporated into a final version of the VDS (attached). 

  

I’d appreciate it if you would confirm receipt of this email and I look forward to your feedback 

after your next planning meeting”. 

 
New Barn Road and bus route 

17 November 2017  

Chairman to Councillor Hardman 

  

“Thank you for taking the time out of your very busy schedule to visit us and be so helpful and 

understanding of what we are trying to achieve. I believe we now have working solutions to our 

two challenges and hopefully can keep the bus route free of parked vehicles and also increase 

the safety of travel along New Barn Road for everyone. 

  

Once again, many thanks.” 

  

Annual Return 

 
As advised by CALC 

 

NALC has sent out a copy of the annual return for 2017-18 before the real version from the new 

external auditor in a few weeks’ time.  
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There are three parts to it now – the traditional annual return is part three and is for councils with 

an annual turnover of more than £25,000.  

 

Part two is for councils with an annual turnover up to £25,000 and includes a certificate of 

exemption which must be returned to the external auditor so that the council is not then subject 

to external review. If the council is not eligible for exemption for some reason, despite falling 

within the relevant turnover band, or if it chooses to have an external review, the fee will be £200.  

 

Part one is for authorities which have no financial transactions during the year, and I think is likely 

to apply only to some parish meetings. 

Data Protection 

 

Extract from CALC Area meeting December 2017 

 

Data Protection  

“The next thing which councils will have to deal with is the new data protection legislation which 

should come into force in May next year. The new Data Protection Bill is currently progressing 

through parliament. According to the government’s web site, when it is enacted, it will:  

 Replace the Data Protection Act 1998 with a new law that provides a comprehensive and 

modern framework for data protection in the UK, with stronger sanctions for malpractice.  

 Set new standards for protecting general data, in accordance with the EU’s General Data 

Protection Regulation, give people more control over use of their data, and provide new rights 

to move or delete personal data.  

 Preserve existing tailored exemptions that have worked well in the Data Protection Act, 

carrying them over to the new law to ensure that UK businesses and organisations can continue 

to support world leading research, financial services, journalism and legal services.  

 

I have previously circulated the briefings which NALC has issued about this, and the County 

Association will put on a briefing session in the new year. I hope by the time we do this, some of 

the aspects of the proposed new law which are currently causing disquiet will be clearer.  

 

According to NALC’s chairman, Cllr Sue Baxter, NALC is lobbying hard to try to mitigate the 

impact of the new legislation on parish and town councils”. 

Wychavon Community Grant 

 

Poster put on noticeboard and information for the village news. 

 

Community Grants Scheme -  £50,000 up for grabs by voluntary and charitable groups.   Includes all 

aspects of community life, community buildings, sports, arts.  Any project that makes a lasting 

contribution to the local community by encouraging volunteers. 

 

Highways 

• Lower End (C2271)  temporary closure of C2271 Lower End, Birlingham in December to 

repair a water main. 

• Broadway Road  Reference 423746 – pothole outside Broadway House. 

• New Barn Road   Lengthsman has been instructed to remove a sapling from the verge 

following the meeting with Highways and Adrian Hardman.  This will mean clearer visibility. 

Village Hall bookings for meetings 

 

Councillor Fitch has booked the hall for the Parish Council meetings up to March 2019.  An invoice is 

awaited. 

 



D R A F T  

 

Birlingham Parish Council January 2018                                                                        

Plane Tree – cables 

 

The recommendation was to “prune to prevent fiction with the overhead cables”. 

9 January 2018 

Clerk contacted the Infrastructure Solutions Team at BT regarding the aerial cable(s) in the plane 

tree.  Was it possible to move or relocate the cables?  BT would have to raise a survey order and 

the charge for this was £298 plus VAT. 

Complaint raised: 

“I am Parish Clerk at Birlingham and have been advised to contact you by your Infrastructure 

Solutions Team.  The village green has a 200 + year old plane tree on it.  The telegraph pole 

stands on the green. The aerial cable(s) goes through the tree and the Parish Council has asked 

that this issue be addressed as the cable is causing friction to the branches.  Ideally the pole 

should not be on the green which is a focal point of the village.  If this cannot be relocated, 

then at least the cables should not be damaging the tree.” 

Your enquiry reference number: 180116-003392 

Police report 

 

Hereford City Southside and Rural 

Suspicious Circumstances, Grafton 

15 January 2018 

Report of persons out ‘lamping’ with lurchers:  Police Officers responded, and 2 x males were 

detained, and a vehicle seized.  

 

 

Birlingham News 

Birlingham News 145 – 29 November 2017 

The Christmas Season gets underway next week with a festive Cuppa & Chat. Details of other 

Christmas events are given below. 

In this issue: 

St James’ Church Services – December  

Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 5th December  

Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 6th December  

Church Cleaning Party, Friday 8th December  

Parish Council Report  

Birlingham Village Hall Committee  

Bulb Teas 2018  

Parish Council Report 

John Hill writes: 

At the Parish Council meeting on 15th November, the following items were discussed: 

There was unanimous agreement to adopt the Village Design Statement for submission to 

Wychavon District Council, who will consider it at the Planning Committee on 11th January 2018.  
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A written report was awaited regarding future care of the plane tree on the village green. 

However, a verbal update suggested the tree is in good health despite its 200 years.  

The draft budget was discussed for 2018-2019 and a final decision will be made at the next meeting 

in January.  

Birlingham Village Hall Committee 

Edward Farrar writes: 

The Trustees of the Robert Woodward Parish Hall and Institute, better known as Birlingham Village 

Hall, are seeking new members to join their Committee. 

The Committee is responsible for all aspects of the Hall (maintenance, bookings etc.) and relies on 

its members to carry out the duties required of them. It meets in the Village Hall at 7.00pm on the 

fourth Thursday of alternate months to discuss various aspects outlined on the Agenda. Meetings 

normally last for about one and a half hours. 

The Village Hall is financially self-supporting and relies on income from the many and varied lettings 

for a wide-ranging selection of events, meetings etc. Details of the Hall can be found on Google 

under ‘Birlingham Village Hall’. 

If you wish to join us or need further information please contact the Secretary, Edward Farrar  

Birlingham News 146– 13 December 2017 

Here is some information about the effects of the current bad weather, along with details of 

Christmas activities and an old, seasonal photo. 

In this issue: 

This Week’s Bin Collection  

Road Closure, Lower End  

Christmas Services  

Swan Inn Opening Times  

Christmas Bin Collections  

Bell Ringing Group in 1955  

Phishing Email Using Police Branding  

This Week’s Bin Collection 

Due to the snow, bin collections have been delayed this week, as staff are clearing footpaths 

instead. Therefore, the collection of the recycling bins that should have taken place today will now 

be done this Friday (15th December). You are asked to leave your bins out until the collection has 

taken place. 

Details of the revised collection times over the Christmas period are given below. 

Road Closure, Lower End 

The road between The Row and Clock House is currently closed for works to repair the water main. 

The work has already begun but had to be stopped due to the bad weather. When work restarts it 

is expected to last two days. 

The official notice can be viewed at www.birlingham.org/docs/road_closure_2017_4.pdf. 
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Phishing Email Using Police Branding 

We have been made aware of a phishing email that is using police branding to provoke responses. 

The email says that the recipient is being summoned to court as a witness and asks them to follow a 

link, which could then lead to a virus or malware being placed on their computer. 

It uses a police.uk heading and suggests it is from the CPS online portal but is clearly not official and 

represents a risk to security. If any members of the public receive such an email they are advised 

not to click on any links and delete it from their accounts as soon as possible. 

Birlingham News 147– 27 December 2017 

In this issue: 

Christmas Bin Collections  

St James’ Church Services – January  

Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 2nd January  

Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 3rd January  

1955 Bell Ringers Revealed  

Birlingham News 148 -10 January 

Here is our first round-up of news for the year. 

 

In this issue: 

Brenda Fletcher 

New Light Meals at the Swan Inn  

Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 17th January  

Birlingham Village Hall Committee, Thursday 25th January  

Burns Night Dinner, Saturday 27th January  

St James’ Church Services – Change of Time, Sunday 28th January  

Wychavon Community Grants Scheme  

 
Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 17th January 

The next meeting of Birlingham Parish Council takes place on Wednesday 17th January at 7.00pm 

in Birlingham Village Hall. Among other items on the agenda, there will be a decision about the 

budget for next year and the precept to be set. During the meeting there is an opportunity to 

express your views on local issues, so please come along. 

Wychavon Community Grants Scheme 

Wychavon District Council has £50,000 available for its Community Grants Scheme this year. The 

grants are available for projects that include all aspects of life, such as; community buildings, 

health, sports and arts, together with any projects that benefit the community. The focus this year is 

on volunteering, and evidence of local support is essential.   The closing date for applications is 

Friday 23rd March. 
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