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Birlingham Parish Council 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 21 November 2018 

at Birlingham Village Hall 

 

Councillors: 

 

Councillor Aston, Byrne, Fitch, Griffin and New  

 

Present: 

 

Chris Reynard and June Hiden (Clerk). 

 

Welcome 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were tendered by Councillor Ian Yates who was abroad on holiday and these were 

accepted.  The District Councillor was unable to attend due to an Executive Board meeting at 

the Civic Centre.  Also, apologies were given by the Footpath Warden.   

 

An apology and resignation were received from Councillor Stuart Allen just before the meeting.  

Councillor Aston has acknowledged the message on behalf of the Parish Council and has said 

that Councillor Allen intends to speak to the Chairman on his return. 

 

2. Declaration of Interest   

 

a) Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of 

interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.   

d) Written requests for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) 

are to be with the Clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting. 

e) Dispensation forms have been received from all Councillors for the term of office ended 

May 2019, 

 

Note: Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or Other Disclosable 

Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) of the code of conduct, must leave the 

room for the relevant items.   Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest may 

be a criminal offence. 

 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

  The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 September 2018, a copy of which has been circulated 

to all Councillors, was agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Vice-Chairwoman.    

 

Democratic Opening 

 The meeting was adjourned for public question time.   See Appendix 1 

4. Progress Reports 

a) Footpaths:  Bruce Hayward had sent a message to say there was nothing to report at the 

moment. 

 

b) Tree Warden:  No report. 
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c) District Councillor:  

Councillor Davis had sent a report as follows: 

 

i) “Change of leadership at the authority.  The new leader is Bradley Thomas a 

Broadway Councillor.  The deputy is Richard Morris, a Droitwich Councillor.   

ii) I am on the Executive Board again with a portfolio for Resources and Investments 

which is now in the budget planning stage. 

iii) ‘A Very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year’. 

 

d) County Councillor:  No report 

 

e) Clerk - See Appendix 2 

Any information from the Lengthsman is included. 

 

5. Planning 

a) Planning applications pending –  

i. 18/02158 - The Paddocks, Broadway Road WR10 3AF 

  Single storey side extension and removal of existing garage 

   

  Applicant: Mr Ivor Brand 

  Decision due - 6 December 

  Parish Council comments – “The Parish Council has no objections to this application”. 

 

b) Applications granted 

 

i. 18/01838/HP - 3 Church Street WR10 3AQ 

 
Rebuilding of rear single storey extension. Replacing front elevation velux window with 

pitched roof dormer. Replacing rear elevation velux with flat roof dormer with Juliet 

balcony. Reconfiguring internal layout. 

 

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Luke 

 

APPROVED:  6 November  

 

Parish Council comments – “The Parish Council has no substantive objections to the 

proposal and support the application.   The Parish Council do have a concern about 

the dormer window effect on the front elevation upper level, and its impact on 

streetscape, and the rather messy rear proposals which is somewhat unbalanced, 

with a large flat roofed dormer containing a pair of glass doors and Juliette balcony 

at the top and undersized windows on the floor below due to the sloping roof and 

roof-lights on the ground floor. The design does not respect the original design of the 

house or aim to improve its contribution to the character of the parish’ as per the VDS 

guidelines for development.  However, this has been balanced against the guidance 

in the Village Design Statement July 2017, which acknowledges that the village try to 

facilitate access to housing for family members, and provision of small-scale family 

homes." 

 

Question to Planning Officer: 

 

On behalf of the Parish Council the Clerk asked if the Authority (Planning Officer) was 

obliged to make all formal consultees aware of any revisions to a proposal. There was 

a revision to this application and it was believed that the consultation process period, 

in certain cases (if revisions are material) has to start again or to at least re consult.  

Clarification was requested. 
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Response from Andrew Firth at Wychavon & Malvern Hills District Council  

 

“Planning application 18/01838/HP - 3 Church Street, Birlingham required amended 

plans as the proposed dormers on the front and rear of the dwelling were considered 

contrary to local planning policies regarding design and heritage conservation. In 

cases where the proposed alterations would reduce the scale and impact of 

the proposal it is not deemed necessary to re-notify the concerned parties. The 

approved ground floor extension was not altered from the designs provided in the 

initial consultation and therefore I did not think it necessary to re-consult.  

 

I hope this clarifies the issue, for more information please refer to the guidance notes 

regarding amending planning proposals prior to determination which can be found 

here: https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/amending-plans-before-decision”. 

 

 Members felt this was an amendment which should have been consulted on again.  

The suggestion on using the link on the website is a subjective view and not planning 

law on consultation procedures. 

 

ii. 18/01607/HP - Lower End Farm, Berwick Lane WR10 3AD 

 

Take down timber summerhouse and erection of replacement summerhouse 

 

Applicant:  Mrs Ruth Keys 

 

Approved:  22 October 

 

Parish Council comments – “The proposal is ‘almost like for like’. The Parish Council 

note that the internal floor level may be slightly higher than previously, however in 

view of the potential for flooding feel this is sensible. The proposal in our view is also 

not against the principles contained in the village plan so the Parish Council support 

the retrospective application”. 

 

iii. 18/01442/FUL - Woodfield Farm, Broadway Road, WR10 3AG 

 

  Extensions to existing packhouse facilities and dismantling three existing buildings and 

two glasshouses 

 

Applicant:  Red Star Growers Ltd 

 

  APPROVED   24 October 2018  

  

  Communication from District Councillor Davis 

“I have now spoken to the planning Officer at some length regarding this application. 

The officer has acknowledged that the Parish Council has not objected but raised a 

number of concerns over safety and traffic movements. 

The application is seeking to improve the efficiency of the process of loading / 

unloading of produce which, in itself (if approved) would not increase the number of 

vehicle movements. As the business has been in existence for a great number of years 

to impose conditions on vehicle movements at this time would be difficult to justify, 

especially as there are no objections from the Highway Authorities. 

Whilst the application is yet to be determined, l have requested the planning officer 

to pay particular attention to the concerns of the Parish Council when making their 

decision. 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/amending-plans-before-decision
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This may not be what you wish to hear from me but, as l stated on Wednesday 

evening, it is very difficult to impose conditions on something which has been in 

practice for many years and would be difficult to enforce”. 

  Request to Councillor Davis to take the application to Planning Committee. 

 

Councillor Ron Davis to Clerk 

“After having spoken to the planning officer this morning and as l am not able to give 

a “sound planning reason", l cannot recommend this application goes to the full 

planning committee. I am sorry this is not what the Parish Council wish but my hands 

are tied!!. Our planning policy is quite clear in that any local member must give sound 

planning reasons for requesting an application goes to the planning committee.  No 

doubt we will discuss this at your next meeting. 

I am certain that the planning officer when determining this application will have your 

comments upper most in her mind !!??” 

Clerk to Councillor Davis 

“I have forwarded your message to the Parish Council members.  It is not what the 

members had wished for. 

I trust the points made by the members regarding concerns about potential growth 

in the business as a result of this application are given consideration.  The Traffic 

Statement is vague.   The Parish Council give their support on the grounds that 

vehicular movements are not increased.   All the comments are reiterated especially 

as the members are unable to represent their views further at Committee.” 

 

Members feel there has been an impoliteness with the farm application.  The request 

to go to Committee was ignored.  The suggestions of conditions regarding the access 

ingress were not used by the planning officer.  This is not protecting the village interest.  

This should have made an ‘argument’ by the officer and therefore conditioned. 

 

If the Parish Council go to the trouble of writing and giving their views, then it deserves 

more that consideration. 

 

The District Councillor has said it is ‘Highways’ not planning.  This is disingenuous.  The 

points were 1) premises for different use; access capable of sustaining business. 2) for 

argument but chose to ignore. 3) conditionality.  

 

This approval will be a ‘bear trap’ for Upper End residents.   Suggested that a record 

be taken of the data and collection be done professionally to take any action.  There 

is not evidence at the moment.   Is there a group?  Are they motivated?  This may 

become a nuisance or unsocial behaviour in the future.  Campaign? 

 

The Parish Council are willing to be supportive of residents’ actions. 

 

c) Enforcement – nothing officially reported. 

 

d) Permission in Principle - A new type of application was introduced on 1 June 2018 and it 

is called “Permission in Principle”.  It is an alternative way of gaining planning permission 

for housing-led development.  It can apply to mixed use schemes as long as housing 

occupies the majority of the site / development. 

 Note:  All Councillors are required to respond to planning application comments so that a 

majority can be recorded for audit purposes.   Members to reply to Councillor Byrne as soon as 

possible so that he is able to collate a comment. 
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6. Financial Matters 

a) The Accounts for year end 31 March 2019 

i) Bank balance is £6,713.31 as at 17 October 2018. 

ii) Receipts –  

£3,001.00 – Wychavon District Council (£89 grant + £2,912 precept) 

iii) Payments: – 

  i. £24.55 – Correction of Clerks pay for year 2017/2018 

   Cheque number 402 

ii. £532.40 – Clerks pay April, May, June 

   Cheque number 403 

iii. £135.40 – Clerks PAYE July, August, September 

   Cheque number 404 

iv. £104.28 – Clerks expenses April, May, June  

   Cheque number 405 

v. £55.00 – poppy wreath 

  Cheque number 406 

vi £20.00 – Clerks training seminar CALC – finances/bookkeeping and budgets 

   Cheque number 407 

vii. £228.00 – Lengthsman (July £108 and August £120) 

   Cheque number 408 

b) Payments for consideration - 

  i. £192.00 – Lengthsman September 

ii.           £144.00 – Lengthsman October 

iii. PAYE – October, November, December 

c) Transfer of provisions to Savings Account - £1,000.00 has been transferred from the current 

account to the instant savings account. 

d) Budget setting 

Discussion took place on the level of balances to hold following the ‘budget’ meeting 

which had taken place in October with the Chairman, Vice-chairwoman, Financial 

Officer and Clerk. 

 

Included in the discussion for consideration – 

 

-  Clerks pay, PAYE and expenses    

-  Car allowance – 40 pence per mile (Adoption of Local Authorities 

 (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 

-  Insurance due in May  

- Telephone box refurbishment 

- Footpath Warden 

- Projects – kiosk refurbishment, bench 

- Poppy wreaths 

 

 

-  Provisions: 

 

Plane tree 

Election – the fund has been increased as there is a shortfall. 

Community 
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    Look at Provisions again when their targets are reached. 

 

Lengthsman (WCC).  The budget for the next financial year has 

been set by the County Council and the scheme will continue. 

 

- Precept request.  It was agreed that the precept would be set at £6450.00 

including the grant of £179.00, as per the circulated draft prepared by Councillor 

Griffin.   Clerk to action the application to be submitted to Wychavon District 

Council.  

 

7. General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 

 

The GDPR action plan has been progressed by Councillor Allen and his draft was handed out.   

Councillors were asked to look at the draft following the meeting and let Councillor Aston have 

any comments.  The website for the Parish Council may need reviewing and a possible caveat. 

Councillor Aston will look at the Kidwell recommendations and now progress this matter further.   

 

8. Policies  

  

Complaints  

The Complaints procedure will be progressed by Councillor Aston in line with the GDPR review. 

 

Handling requests made under the Freedom and Information Act 2000  

This matter may be something to cover under the GDPR.   Councillor Aston to action. 

 

Dealing with the press/media  

Clerk to finalise the draft and circulate for agreement.  

 

Social media policy  

Clerk to look at the policy and circulate a draft to all Councillors for review.   

 

9. Village Green and Millennium Bench 

 

 Councillor Fitch gave an update.  The Green cannot be dealt with further until the bench is 

moved. 

 

 Councillor New gave details from a carpenter on how to possibly proceed with the Millennium 

Bench.  If it was removed and therefore split how should it be reassembled and where would it 

be located. 

 

  It was agreed that the bench has to be moved because of the plane tree growth. 

 

• Remove – what damage? 

• Depending on damage what repair is needed? 

 

This work would be carried out in the Spring.   The bench can be stored at Hills Cottage on a 

temporary basis. 

 

Councillor New to obtain a quotation / estimate for the works on both points. 

 

10. Drainage update 

 

 The Clerk has been regularly sending messages via Birlingham News.  Information just received 

from Highways will go out in the next circulation to the affect that the upgrading works will be 

delayed by one week due to issues on a current scheme.   

 

 Clerk to update as works progress through to the end of December. 
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11. Speed Awareness 

 

 A meeting has taken place with the Chairman, Vice-chairwoman, Adnan Ali Community 

Speed Watch Co-ordinator, Julie Pardoe from Pershore Rural North and South Local Policing 

Team and the Clerk.  The Co-ordinator gave a copy of the data collected which was said to 

be insufficient.   They are led by statisistics.  It was agreed that with the support of West Mercia 

Police that this should be pursued.  Clerk to contact the local policing team for assistance. 

 

13. Councillors’ reports and items for next agenda 

 

• War memorial 

 

14. Closure and date of next ordinary meeting - with nothing further to discuss the meeting closed 

at 8.25pm and the Vice-Chairwoman thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 

 The next Parish Council Meeting is on Wednesday 16 January 2019 at 7.00pm. 

 

 

Signed:  ..................................................................................  Councillor Ian Yates, Chairman  

 

Date:   ………………………………………..………..……..……  

 

 

 

Appendix 1 – Democratic Opening  

 

War Memorial 

A booklet has been published in commemoration of WW1 titled Birlingham in the Great War of 1914-

1918 Lest We Forget.   Part of the research revealed that Frederick Quarrell a villager that died in the 

war is not on the Birlingham memorial or on any other war memorial.  As an orphaned child he moved 

to Wales to be fostered.  The Heritage Section at Wychavon District Council have previously been 

contacted asking that the soldiers name be added.  At that point in time the memorial was not listed.   

In order for the name to be added and donations received a bank account is needed.  This would 

have to be the Parish Council or the Jubilee Committee so that the money is managed. 

Chris Reynard is willing to head this project and investigate further.  He would need the backing of 

the Parish Council.   

To be discussed as an agenda item in January:- 

Flyers 

New Homes Bonus 

Support by contributions 

Estimated to cost £350 approximately by stone masons approached. 

Chris was thanked for his suggestion and members showed a willingness to support any project. 
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Appendix 2 – Clerk’s Report 

Speed Awareness 

 

12 Sep 2018  

Update on the data collection at the Upper End given by the Community Speed Watch Co-

ordinator: 

“Sorry about the delay but here is the update on the data collection we did for Birlingham. 

  The data recorder was placed out for a 7-day period and it monitors the speeds and volumes 

of all the vehicles that pass it in that period.  At Safer Roads we work off the 85th percentile. 

Note to the reader 

To determine the speed of vehicles travelling on a road we use the industry standard of the 

85th percentile speed. 

This is the speed that 85% of vehicles travel at or below. For example, an 85th percentile speed 

of 40mph shows that 85% of vehicles travel at or below 40mph. This statistic can also be reversed 

and shows that 15% of vehicles travel at or higher than 40mph. 

The 85th percentile speed for Birlingham was 36.3mph. This unfortunately is above the criteria 

we apply for speed watch as the maximum 85th percentile for speed watch is 35.0mph. For 

the data results that come back above like this we normally forward onto the SNT asking them 

to show a presence in the area with their speed monitoring device when time and resources 

allow them to. 

The recorder shows low volumes of traffic which tends to indicate the majority of traffic could 

be those living in the village as they enter and leave throughout the day or could be those 

coming to events held at the village hall etc. 

Some education around speeding may help and from our side we can look at supplying some 

wheelie bin stickers which say ‘slow down in our community’ if there is a demand for them and 

you feel they could help. 

I appreciate that’s not necessarily the answer you were looking for but if I can help further then 

please do ask”. 

Clerks reply 

“Thank you for coming back to me. 

I’m a little confused with the data.  Sorry it may be my interpretation.  You say the percentile 

speed for Birlingham was 36.3.  This was in a 30mph not a 40mph.   So are you saying that 

although the majority of vehicles (though low volume) were speeding this will only be dealt 

with by SNT. 

Julie Pardoe kindly supplied me with wheelie bin stickers earlier this year and all the villagers 

that were given them have put them on their bins.  I will always accept some more so that 

other bins (alternative bin collection weeks) have them on as well. 

If you could just clarify for me your position, the Speed Awareness and SNT”. 
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14 September 

Coordinators reply: 

“The bit in my email in black writing about a 40mph is an example and the recorder was placed 

in the 30mph where requested. 

The recorder shows that 15% of vehicles were travelling above that 36.3mph and that’s where 

speed watch is normally ruled out. That said, the volumes were low with a maximum volume of 

60 vehicles in an hour I would like to put Birlingham on our next Worcestershire Operations Forum 

to be considered for speed watch because of those low volumes. 

If it is regular users which I believe it is then it could be that a presence from a speed watch 

can be of some use and remind the regular users of the speed limit. 

So my position is that I will put that question forward to those who gather at the Ops forum next 

month and want your thoughts on that please”. 

Asked for clarification 

Lengthsman reporting 

UPPER END 

 

GULLIES 

 

15 October  - Reference Number 599838 

6 November - Inspected 05/11/18, several drains along this section all need attention, these have 

been passed to our jetting team to clear. 

 

19 October - Reference Number 602018 

Down from Barncroft. 

 

BERWICK LANE 

 

DRAINAGE 

 

14 October - Reference Number 599421 

6 November - Inspected 05/11/18, drains have been passed to our jetting team to clear. 

 

 

Highway Drainage Improvement 

 

 
17/10/18 

Meeting with Redstar, Highways and Ringway to go through proposals and introduce Ringway 

supervisor Sam Fletcher who is to be the Contractors contact whilst the works are ongoing. 

 

Completed Phase 1 of the drainage works in Birlingham and are preparing set up of works for Phase 

2 at Upper End connecting in to the new system at Barncroft.  Following the meeting held at 

Woodfield the dates for the road closure for 26/11/18 to 21/12/18 (as indicated by Redstart as a 

quieter period with minimal disruption to farm traffic) have been set.  Proposed road plates etc on 

site to be able to accommodate any urgent deliveries or vehicle movements as long as prior notice 

is given. 
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1/11/18 published 

- Proposed Order: to close that part of C2271 Upper End, Birlingham from its junction with A4104 

Defford Road to its junction with C2271 Broadway Road in order to facilitate a new drainage 

system works by WCC. 

 

24/11/18 

Highways – Signage 

Advance road closed signs on Pershore Road with additional signs saying, 'Access for Red Star 

Growers & Hall Farm HGV traffic only'.  This will be followed up by a sign nearer the works stating 

' HGV's proceed with caution & wait at barriers for instruction' 

Diversion signs will state 'Non-HGV traffic '. 

 

 

30/11/18 

Redstar: 

Copy received of the letter being sent to all hauliers/suppliers who are likely to visit Redstar during 

the road closure period. The contents explain what the procedure will be, the best time to visit the 

site to minimise disruption and the routes available depending on the size of vehicle. 

Propose to write again about a week before the closure takes place with confirmed dates and any 

changes that may have been implemented since the original letter. 

UPDATE ON AGENDA 

Scroll from the church 

 

30 September 

Received from Kelvin Hartshorne 

“Good morning all 

I started to take the frame apart yesterday in readiness for some TLC. Within the hard wood frame 

and its supports were several sections of softwood riddled with woodworm. 

I spoke to Ann straight away and confirmed that I could immediately burn the offending timber. 

No one wants woodworm and given the quantity of timber moulding we have I was more than 

anxious to get rid of the offending items as soon as possible. 

There is good news. The paper has not become fixed to the glass, always a risk and given the 

damp conditions in the church more than likely than not. The downside is that the woodworm has 

eaten through a considerable amount of the paper. Ann tells me the Stephen wonders if a copy 

can be made and digitally repaired, it can but not by me, but I can get it done. 

I see two possibilities. Firstly, printing on to good art paper and or printing on to a synthetic film- 

the latter should defeat any further munching by the little blighters.  

The cost of a print is likely to be in the order of £70 plus any added time in digitally repairing and 

enhancing the faded image and scanning the original. At a guess probably between £150 and 

£200 inc VAT. 

I certainly do not want any payment for the TLC nor for any facilitation involved in getting a copy 

made if this is what you want. Would you like me to get a better estimate of cost? If so, I would go 

to a printer that we use in Malvern”. 
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Wychavon Business News October 2018 

 
30/11 Received from Councillor Ron Davis 

 

The Investing in Growth Fund is calling for applications from small businesses that want to grow, 

significantly expand their operations, create jobs and reach new markets. The funding call opened 

on Monday 15 October and closes on Friday 9 November. 

 

The investing in Growth Fund is a capital and revenue-based grant scheme offering matched 

funding of up to £35,000 towards a planned growth programme that will impact turnover and profit.  

It is aimed at small businesses that have a growth plan in mind but require funding to execute it. 

 

Straight into the Birlingham News 

Applications opened on the 15th Oct but only just received the notice whereby applicants have 

exactly 8 working days to apply showing a ‘clear growth strategy’ and ‘supported with quotes that 

conform to ERDF procurement rules’. Unrealistic timescale or am I missing something? 

Clerk to District Councillor 

“Wychavon have given an absurdly short time to get that sort of plan together, especially as it 

requires matched funding, and I this was pointed out to the Councillor”. 

 

 
 

 

 

Birlingham News (extracts of relevance) 

Birlingham News 166 update – 19 September  

The Parish Clerk writes: 

Information regarding the highway drainage scheme upgrade – excavation and pipe laying at the 

war memorial. 

Please drive carefully over the metal plating and around the barriers. This is a temporary fix and has 

prevented the road from being closed. 

You will be aware that a ‘Give and Take’ traffic system operated today without the need for a road 

closure. The works gang are hoping that they can continue to operate the same way tomorrow 

(Thursday) whilst finishing the trench works, including the tarmacking. 

If you wish to travel along Broadway Road to avoid the disruption, please do so. 

The works in this area should be completed this week. 

Birlingham News 167 – 26 September  

With the hundredth anniversary of the end of the First World War coming up in November, we are 

looking for information to commemorate the event. Full details below. 

 

In this issue: 
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1. Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 2nd October 

2. Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 3rd October 

3. St James’ Church Services – October 

4. Sixties Evening, Saturday, 13th October 

5. Parish Council Report 

6. First World War Commemoration 

7. Planning Applications  

5. Parish Council Report 

Ian Yates writes: 

At the Parish Council meeting on 19th September various matters were discussed: 

• A resident in Upper End was concerned about the recent work that is being carried out in the 

village to upgrade the drainage systems and reduce flooding. It appeared that the outflow 

from a septic tank had been incorrectly connected to the replacement pipework, which 

could result in flood water being contaminated with sewage. An Environmental Health Officer 

had been called out and the Parish Council Clerk, June Hiden, agreed to investigate this 

further.  

• The Parish Council has been required to consider a number of planning applications recently. 

One resident, whose application has now been granted, raised concerns about the 

comments the PC had made regarding the application. Councillor Byrne clarified the process 

the Parish Council are required to follow and explained that planning decisions are made by 

Wychavon District Council, not by the Parish Council.  

• Wychavon District Councillor, Ron Davis, attended the meeting and the recent planning 

application at Woodfield Farm was discussed. The Parish Council has already commented 

on this application but stressed that the conditions proposed that would limit movement of 

HGVs at unsociable hours should be taken into account when the application is considered 

by Wychavon planning officers.  

• Councillor Allen provided an update on the work being done to ensure that the Parish 

Council is compliant with the recent General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).  

• Councillor Fitch explained that the requested bus stop sign would not be going ahead, now 

that we had been informed of a reduced bus service in future. He is also looking at options 

for the Millennium Bench, which is unfortunately damaging the plane tree on the village 

green by cutting into the trunk.  

• Worcester County Councillor, Adrian Hardman, attended the meeting and provided an 

update on the CC budgetary process, which is under considerable pressure due to the need 

to provide some 60 care-in-the-community beds to support patients when discharged from 

Worcester Hospital.  

Full minutes of the Parish Council meeting will be available in due course. 

6. First World War Commemoration 

As part of the commemorations of the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War, the Jubilee 

Committee are putting together a booklet remembering all those from Birlingham who saw active 

service. Christina Horrocks and Chris Reynard have already done an amazing job researching 

Birlingham’s soldiers, but we are now looking for any further information about that time. 

Do you have any family recollections about the First World War that you could share, particularly if 

they are related to Birlingham? Did your parents, grandparents or great grandparents talk to you 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKIrBX5C2U_ZW6vDvwYagDEyWo8?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKIrBX5C2U_ZW6vDvwYagDEyWo8?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKIrBX5C2U_ZW6vDvwYagDEyWo8?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKIrBX5C2U_ZW6vDvwYagDEyWo8?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKIrBX5C2U_ZW6vDvwYagDEyWo8?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKIrBX5C2U_ZW6vDvwYagDEyWo8?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKIrBX5C2U_ZW6vDvwYagDEyWo8?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
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about their experiences, or pass down stories they had been told? Do you have any photographs of 

the people involved or photographs or papers relating to Birlingham village in the 1910s? 

If you can contribute to the research in any way, please email the Jubilee Committee 

at info@birlingham.org  

7. Planning Applications 

The following planning applications have been received by the Parish Council: 

Lower End Farm, Berwick Lane: Take down timber summerhouse and erection of replacement 

summerhouse (Case No. 18/01607). Awaiting decision by Wychavon District Council. (Consultation 

period ends on 5th October.) Full details can be viewed on the Wychavon DC website.  

3 Church Street: Rebuilding of rear single storey extension. Replacing front elevation velux window 

with pitched roof dormer. Replacing rear elevation velux with flat roof dormer with Juliet balcony. 

Reconfiguring internal layout (Case No. 18/01838). Awaiting decision by Wychavon District Council. 

(Consultation period ends on 18th October.) Full details can be viewed on the Wychavon DC 

website.  

 

Birlingham News 168 – 10 October  

Do you play the bugle or trumpet, or know someone who does? If so, we’d like to hear from you! 

In this issue: 

1. Bystander Copy Date, Sunday 15th October 

2. Remembrance Service, Sunday 11th November 

3. Christmas & New Year at The Swan Inn 

4. Sponsored Walk for Parkinson’s 

5. Upgrading of the Drainage System  

2. Remembrance Service, Sunday 11th November 

The Remembrance Service this year commemorates exactly one hundred years since the end of 

the First World War. Please note that the service will begin earlier than usual at 10.15am in order to 

allow sufficient time for the congregation to process out to the War Memorial by 11.00am. It is 

hoped that there will be a big turnout for this important occasion. 

There will be light refreshments available in the Village Hall after the service. Full details of the 

commemoration will be given later. 

In the meantime, we are also looking for someone who plays the trumpet (or similar) and would be 

willing to play the Last Post and the Reveille at the service. If you can help, please contact Chris 

Reynard on 01386 751122. 

5. Upgrading of the Drainage System 

The Parish Clerk writes: 

There will be no further works to the drainage system until the Highways team return in November 

for Phase 2 of the upgrade. There have been some issues in Upper End; the discharge into the 

watercourse will be addressed by the landowner(s) and Severn Trent Water need to move a water 

main to enable the gang to continue with the pipe works. 

mailto:info@birlingham.org
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Thank you to the residents at Barncroft for their patience during the disruption on their property. A 

further update will be given when a date in November is confirmed. 

 

Birlingham News 169 - 24 October  

Bin collection days and recycling options changed last week – details below. 

In this issue: 

1. Flex-ability Class, Monday 5th November 

2. Changes to Bin Collections 

3. Neighbour Disputes 

4. Planning Applications  

2. Changes to Bin Collections 

The days on which recycling and refuse collections are made changed on 15th October (at very 

short notice). In future, bin collections in Birlingham will now be made on Tuesdays. Brown bins will 

now be collected on the same day as green bins. The revised bin collection calendar for Birlingham 

can be viewed at http://www.birlingham.org/docs/bin_collections_2018_oct.jpg. 

You can now also recycle household batteries, textiles and small electrical items by placing them 

out on the same day as the black bin collection. The reason for recycling these items on the black 

bin week is to avoid any potential confusion with items that are recycled via the green bin. 

Please ensure batteries are placed in a small clear tied bag (e.g. a sandwich bag or clear used 

bread bag) and put on top of the black bin.  

Textiles (such as trousers, skirts, jumpers, t-shirts, bed sheets and towels) must be placed in a carrier 

bag (to keep them clean and dry) at the side of the black bin. Stuffed items, such as pillows and 

duvets, cannot be recycled. However, you should, of course, donate any good quality clothing or 

textiles to charity shops.  

Small electrical items (toasters, hairdryers, kettles etc.) can be placed on top of the black bin.  

Full details are available on the Wychavon website at https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/recycle. 

3. Neighbour Disputes 

West Mercia Police have sent us some information on solving neighbour disputes. You can find this 

at www.birlingham.org/docs/neighbour_disputes.pdf. 

4. Planning Applications 

The following planning application has been determined by Wychavon District Council: 

Lower End Farm, Berwick Lane: Take down timber summerhouse and erection of replacement 

summerhouse (Case No. 18/01607). Approved. Full details and conditions can be viewed on the 

Wychavon DC website at https://plan.wychavon.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=97710. The Parish 

Council comments are available at www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_comments_18_01607.pdf. the 

Wychavon DC website. 
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Birlingham News 170 - 31 October  

The Remembrance Day Service this year commemorates the one hundredth anniversary of the 

signing of the Armistice that ended the First World War. This will be an important occasion, so please 

come along. Details below. 

 

In this issue: 

1. Interruption to Power Supply, Thursday 1st November 

2. St James’ Church Services – November 

3. Flex-ability Class, Monday 5th November 

4. Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 6th November 

5. Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 7th November 

6. Remembrance Day Service, Sunday 11th November 

7. Proposed Drainage Works at Upper End 

8. Burglary on Eckington Road 

9. Planning Applications  

6. Remembrance Day Service, Sunday 11th November 

This year the Remembrance Day Service takes place on Armistice Day, Sunday 11th November, and 

commemorates exactly one hundred years since the end of the First World War. The service will begin 

earlier than usual at 10.15am in order to allow sufficient time for the congregation to process out to 

the War Memorial by 11.00am. It is hoped that there will be a big turnout for this important occasion. 

 

Following the service, the Parochial Church Council and Jubilee Committee will be joining together 

to provide light refreshments in the Village Hall. 

The church bells will be rung half-muffled for half an hour before the service. At 7.05pm, to coincide 

with the lighting of beacons across the United Kingdom, the bell ringers will be ‘Ringing for Peace’, 

with the bells ‘open’. 

To commemorate the anniversary of the Armistice, the Jubilee Committee have co-ordinated the 

production of a booklet that remembers all those from Birlingham who took part in the First World 

War. This booklet will be available at the Remembrance Day Service and afterwards in the Village 

Hall. 

 

In the meantime, we are still looking for someone who plays the trumpet (or similar) and would be 

willing to play the Last Post and the Reveille at the service. If you can help, please contact Chris 

Reynard. 

 

7. Proposed Drainage Works at Upper End 

The Parish Clerk writes: 

The second phase of the drainage upgrading takes place at the end of November. A Public Notice 

will be published shortly in the newspaper giving advanced warning of the Upper End road closure. 

 

For the majority of the time, during daylight hours, the only access into the village will be via New 

Barn Road. Advance road signs will be in place on the A4104 Pershore Road. 

Worcestershire County Council Highways and Redstar Growers have met to agree how HGVs will 

access the farm during this period. HGVs will only be allowed to access the village by the usual route 

through the Upper End, where they will be required to wait at barriers for controlled entrance. HGVs 

will be advised not to use New Barn Road in order to alleviate any congestion along the diversion 

route. 

 

The official notice can be viewed at www.birlingham.org/docs/road_closure_2018_5.pdf. 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AFjvlB1L-h2RW9ltaAOSEPg7yQU?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
http://www.birlingham.org/docs/road_closure_2018_5.pdf
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Further information will be given when I have any more details. Your patience during this period will 

be appreciated. 

8. Burglary on Eckington Road 

Between 4.00pm on Monday 29th and 8.20am on Tuesday 30th October, a shed was broken into on 

Eckington Road and a quantity of tools were stolen. 

If you have any information on this incident, please contact the police on 101 quoting the number 

0094S301018. 

 

9. Planning Applications 

The following planning application has been received by the Parish Council: 

The Paddocks, Broadway Road: Single storey side extension and removal of existing garage (Case 

No. 18/02158). Awaiting decision by Wychavon District Council. (Consultation period ends on 15th 

November.) Full details can be viewed on the Wychavon DC website. 

The following planning application has been determined by Wychavon District Council: 

Woodfield Farm, Broadway Road: Extensions to existing packhouse facilities and dismantling three 

existing buildings and two glasshouses (Case No. 18/01442).  

Approved. Full details and conditions can be viewed on the Wychavon DC website. 

 

Birlingham News 171 – 14 November  

Thank you to all those who made the Remembrance Day Service last Sunday such a memorable 

occasion. 

 

In this issue:   

1. Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 21st November 

2. Remembrance Day Service 

3. Birlingham in the Great War of 1914-1918 

4. Planning Applications  

1. Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 21st November 

The next meeting of Birlingham Parish Council takes place on Wednesday 21st November at 7.00pm 

in Birlingham Village Hall. During the meeting there is an opportunity to express your views on local 

issues, so please come along. 

The agenda for the meeting is available at www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_agenda_2018-11-

21.pdf and the draft minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting on 19th September can be 

viewed at www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_minutes_2018-09-19.pdf. 

2. Remembrance Day Service 

The Parochial Church Council and Jubilee Committee would like to thank all those who attended 

the Remembrance Day Service last Sunday. Well over a hundred people took part in the 

commemoration, which marked the hundredth anniversary of the signing of the Armistice and the 

end of the First World War. 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/ABHr43YD64yQW-xiLwzFiINZ34U?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/ABHr43YD64yQW-xiLwzFiINZ34U?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/ABHr43YD64yQW-xiLwzFiINZ34U?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/ABHr43YD64yQW-xiLwzFiINZ34U?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
http://www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_agenda_2018-11-21.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_agenda_2018-11-21.pdf
http://www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_minutes_2018-09-19.pdf
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The Jubilee Committee would like to thank all those who decorated the church so beautifully, helped 

prepare and serve the refreshments and staged the displays in the Village Hall. Full 

acknowledgements will be given in the Spring edition of the Bystander. 

3. Birlingham in the Great War of 1914-1918 

To commemorate the anniversary of the Armistice, the Jubilee Committee has co-ordinated the 

production of a 32-page booklet that remembers all those from Birlingham who took part in the First 

World War. 

Birlingham in the Great War of 1914-1918 is available in the church or a copy can be obtained from 

June Hiden, Lamorna, Lower End or by emailing info@birlingham.org. There is no charge for the 

booklet but donations towards the printing costs would be welcome. 

4. Planning Applications 

The following planning application has been determined by Wychavon District Council: 

• 3 Church Street: Rebuilding of rear single storey extension. Replacing front elevation velux 

window with pitched roof dormer. Replacing rear elevation velux with flat roof dormer with 

Juliet balcony. Reconfiguring internal layout (Case No. 18/01838). Approved.   Full details and 

conditions can be viewed on the Wychavon DC website. 

mailto:info@birlingham.org

